SFA Export Library Market Reports on Food Import Regulations and Standards

Country of Origin Singapore (SG)

Country of Destination South Korea (KR)

Food Product Category Fish and Seafood Products
Product Code HS Codes: 0302 - 0309, 1604/1605

The information in this document has been compiled and provided by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA). SFA emphasises that importers and
exporters have the responsibility to find out the import requirements of destination countries/regions/markets. Exporters are advised to confirm
with their importers on the import requirements and eligibility of their product before exporting.

SN Sub-header Details

1 Product eligibility / | Fresh fish (chilled and frozen) and processed seafood products are eligible for export from Singapore to South
ineligibility Korea.

2 Importing country Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) is South Korea’s competent authority in regulating the import of fish
authority and seafood products to Korea.

National Fisheries Quality Management Service (NFQS) under the Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries (MOF)
establishes import health requirements for the import of live aquatic animals as well as fish and seafood
products for disease prevention and control.

3 Pre-export Product
approvals by the According to the Aquatic Animal Disease Control Act, NFQS can place imported aquatic animals or things under
importing country import quarantine inspection based on import risk analysis. The types of aquatic products subject to quarantine

are found here.

Importer
The importer must be registered with MFDS. The application can be submitted here.
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https://www.mfds.go.kr/eng/wpge/m_11/de011002l001.do
https://www.nfqs.go.kr/hpmg/main/actionEng_main.do
https://www.mof.go.kr/en/index.do
https://www.nfqs.go.kr/hpmg/quar/actionEng_sub002.do
https://impfood.mfds.go.kr/CFAFF02F01

Food Facility
Article 5 of Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control lay down the rules and procedures concerning the
registration of foreign food facilities. And registration is according to their business types:

- Agricultural products: farm, farm mixed facility, collection point

- Fishery products: manufacturing/processing site, vessel, aquaculture

For all food products (including aquatic products, such as fresh fish and processed seafood products) that are
produced, manufactured, processed, treated, packaged, stored in a facility located abroad:
e the foreign food facilities must be registered by either foreign manufactures or Korean importers
through Imported Food Information Maru (click on application for foreign food facility)
before export can commence. For more information, please see Imported Food Safety particularly “Registration
of foreign food facilities.” Under General Guide >> Notice List, MSDF has also published the Revision of Easy-to-
Understand Guide to the Registration of a Foreign Food Facility (March 2022).

MFDS has published the list of registered overseas establishment. Under overseas manufacturing plants
(business segments), there are several Singaporean companies registered as a foreign food facility for various
businesses including agricultural products, processed foods, apparatus or containers and package, marine
products, food additives, and health functional food. Under overseas export offices and hygiene products
overseas export establishment (business segments), Singaporean companies are listed.

Food Facility (Special Sanitary Control)
Article 12 of Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control lay down the rules and procedures concerning the
registration of foreign establishment.

For fish heads and edible part thereof, offal of edible fish and molluscs, which are subject to special sanitary
control,

e the foreign food facilities must be registered through Singapore Food Agency to MFDS, and

e the sanitary control system of the exporting country must be deemed equivalent to that of Korea
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https://sfa.gov.sg/feedback

before export can commence. For more information, please see Imported Food Safety particularly “Import
sanitation assessment for livestock products and food subject to special sanitation control and overseas on-site
inspection for foreign establishments (food facilities).”

MFDS has published the list of registered overseas establishment (tick the box on fisheries by-products). Under
overseas manufacturing plants (business segments), there are some Singaporean companies registered under
the business of manufacturing and processing of marine products.

For new establishment of fish heads and edible part thereof that wishes to export to Korea and needs
registration through the exporting government to MFDS, the documents required for registration include the
following:

e A document that the government of the exporting country regularly manages and supervises the
relevant overseas workplace, or a checklist inspected by the government of the exporting country in
accordance with the inspection standards determined and announced by the Minister of MFDS;

e A copy of the license for the business of the relevant overseas workplace issued by the government of
the exporting country;

e In the case of overseas workplaces to which standards corresponding to food safety management
system under the Livestock Products Sanitary Control Act are applied, a copy of the applicable
operational standards and a copy of the work process showing critical control points;

e Ifitis not an overseas workplace where standards corresponding to food safety management system
under the Livestock Products Sanitary Control Act are applied, a copy of the sanitary management
standards and a copy of the work process;

e Other documents deemed necessary by the Minister of MFDS to ensure the safety of livestock products.

Please note the following:
e The documentary review will take time and may require on-site inspection by MFDS.
o Registered food facilities and establishments are subject to periodic audits or inspections by MFDS to
ensure compliance to their regulations and standards.
e Once the foreign food facility is registered by MFDS, its registration is valid for 2 years. Renewal of
registration shall be completed at least 7 days before the validity of registration expires.

Page 3 of 16
Last updated 1 October 2025


https://www.mfds.go.kr/eng/wpge/m_11/de011002l001.do
https://impfood.mfds.go.kr/CFCCC01F02
https://www.law.go.kr/영문법령/축산물%20위생관리법
https://www.law.go.kr/영문법령/축산물%20위생관리법

For more information, please see Imported Food Safety particularly “Proactive safety control measures for
imported food.”

Export certificates
for food

Export Certificate

Depending on the import conditions, an Export Health Certificate issued by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA)
may be required for each consignment. For exports that require an Export Health Certificate, you may forward
the import requirements to the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) here.

Import Declaration Materials
According to Article 27 of Enforcement Rule of The Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control [English version
for reference only] the importer must prepare and submit the following documents when importing the foods:

Import Declaration form (including electronic version)

Printed packaging material (including wrapping paper) or documents recording the label contents
Photos of imported food (except live, refrigerated, and unpackaged aquatic products, agricultural
products, forest products and meat in their natural state, etc.)

Imported foods must be accompanied by an inspection report issued by the inspection body in the
following cases, including A. Foods imported for the first time or imported foods with new regulations
or stricter requirements after the first import are usually inspected. B. Imported food returned from
abroad. C. MFDS believes that such an inspection is needed.

For foods requiring non-GMO labelling, any of the following materials shall be provided: A. Distinguish
circulating certificates. B. A certificate issued by the government of the producing country with the same
effect as distinguish circulating certificates. C. The test report issued by the designated testing body in
Korea to prove that the food is non-GMO food.

Include the statement of reasons for setting the expiration date as per Article 20, Clause 4 of Special Act
on Imported Food Safety Control as highlighted in Article 27, Clause 4 of Enforcement Rule of The Special
Act on Imported Food Safety Control.

Copy of business license and copy of product manufacturing report (only for raw materials imported for
foreign exchange earning according to Foreign Trade Act or raw materials used for further production).
Other documents that the Director of MFDS deems necessary.
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Import Confirmation Certificate
After filing an import declaration of the relevant imported food with MFDS, importers may need to obtain the
import confirmation certificate for certain consignment.

According to Article 30 (Inspection, etc. of Imported Food, etc.) of Enforcement Rule of the Special Act on
Imported Food Safety Control, when the Regional Office in MFDS receives an import declaration, he/she shall
conduct an inspection of the imported food; if the results are appropriate, he/she shall issue a certificate of
confirmation of an import declaration of imported food to a person who has made an import declaration.

According to Article 31 (Conditional Import Inspection) of Enforcement Rule of The Special Act on Imported
Food Safety Control, the Regional Office may issue a certificate of confirmation of an import declaration of the
imported food including fresh foods such as live, fresh or refrigerated fishery products as well as fresh or
refrigerated agricultural products.

Refer to Annex 1 for the list of aquatic animals or products subject to inspection. Based on the published
Regulations on the Declaration and Inspection of Imported Food, etc., the Regional Office shall conduct an
inspection in any of the following cases and issue an import certificate of confirmation if the results are
satisfactory:
e Fishery products recognized as likely to cause food risks as per the attached Table 9 of the Enforcement
Rule of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control.
e Puffer suspected of being caught in seas other than the East Sea, Bohai Sea, Yellow Sea, and East China
Sea together with the Certificate of Origin.
e Live fish, frozen products, and dried products.

Regulations and
standards

Interested exporters who wish to export fish and seafood products to South Korea must meet all their
regulations and standards. The following links are provided as a guide:

(1)Pesticide residues
Annex 4 of Food Code provides the pesticide residue standards in food. It includes the name of pesticide, the
name of food, the definition of residue, and the maximum limit of pesticide, etc.
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South Korea has implemented a pesticide positive list system from 1 Jan 2019 for all agricultural products and
processed food imported into Korea. Under the Positive List System, the uniform level rule (0.01 mg/kg or less)
applies to all pesticides except for those for which Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) are set in Korea in order to
control pesticide residue. To search the pesticide of interest, please see pesticide information.

(2)Veterinary drug residues
Annex 5 of Food Code provides the veterinary drug residues standards in food. It includes the name of
veterinary drugs, the name of food, the definition of residues, and the maximum limit of veterinary drugs, etc.

South Korea plans to implement a veterinary drug positive list system from 1 Jan 2024 for only major livestock
and fishery products of cattle, pigs, chickens, milk, eggs and fish. Under the Positive List System, the uniform
limit (0.01 mg/kg) applies to livestock and fishery products for which Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) are not
set in Korea. To search the veterinary drug of interest, please see veterinary drugs information.

(3)Contaminants

Section 3 of Chapter 2 Common Standards and Specific for General Foods of Food Code sets the chemical
contamination limits in foods. The Food Code divides contaminants into nine categories, namely heavy metals,
mycotoxins, dioxins, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs), benzopyrene, 3-MCPD (3-Monochloropropane-1,2-diol),
melamine, shellfish toxins and maximum radioactivity.

(4) Mycotoxins

Section 3 of Chapter 2 of Food Code sets the mycotoxin contamination limits in foods. The mycotoxins are
divided into total aflatoxin (the sum of B1, B2, G1 and G2), aflatoxin M1, patulin, fumonisin, and ochratoxin A,
deoxynivalenol and zearalenone.

(5)Microorganisms

Section 3 of Chapter 2 of Food Code sets the microbial contamination limits in foods. The microorganisms are
divided into health indicator bacteria and pathogenic bacteria. The limit of microorganisms in the corresponding
products is also stipulated in the product standard.
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(6)Food additives
Food Additives Code specifies the additives allowed in foods, the use of additives, and the maximum limit of
their use.

(7)Product specifications

Seafood products should not only meet the requirements of the physical indicators, chemical indicators,
microbial indicators, and other requirements in Section 20, Chapter 5 Standards and Specifications for Each
Food Products of Food Code. In addition, the products need to meet the general index requirements.

Labelling, packaging
and marking
requirements

(1) Labelling and marking requirements

Food Labelling System contains comprehensive information regarding food labelling. Act on Labelling and
Advertising of Foods (along with 2025-60 Notice which provides the method of labelling for food and other
products electronically through QR codes and other barcodes) stipulates the requirements of product labels,
font, and language for labelling. Enforcement Rule of the Act on Labelling and Advertising of Foods, along with
proposed amendment to define “best before date”, prescribe the rules. There are proposed amendments on
the Regulations on Functional Labelling to clarify the conditions and criteria for functional claims.

According to the Act on Labelling and Advertising of Foods, food shall be labelled as follows: The containers and
packages of the minimum sales units of the products sold to consumers shall be marked with the following:
Product name; Net content; Name of ingredients; Name and address of the enterprise; Consumer safety
considerations; Production date; Circulation period or quality maintenance period; Other matters required by
the Prime Minister's order to provide consumers with information related to food. In particular, Article 5 of
Enforcement Rule of the Act on Labelling and Advertising of Foods states the method of indication (which
includes consumer safety considerations as well as font size and characters).

Refer to Annex 2 for the list of allergenic substances as part of consumer safety considerations. Certain foods
namely eggs (limited to poultry), milk, buckwheat, peanuts, soybeans, wheat, mackerel, crab, shrimp, pork,
peaches, tomatoes, sulfurous acid (limited to the final product containing SOz over 10 mg/kg), walnuts, chicken,
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beef, octopus, shellfish (including oysters, abalone, mussels), pine nuts are considered allergenic substances,
and must be labelled as such.

Refer to Annex 3 for the requirements on font size and characters in labels. All foods shall be labelled in Korean
and Chinese characters or together with other foreign languages or mixed (except for health functional foods).
The font size of Chinese characters or other foreign languages shall be the same as or slightly smaller than
Korean characters, except in any of the following circumstances: A. Imported food as stipulated in Special Act
on Imported Food Safety Control; Trademarks are registered in accordance with Trademark Law; Product names
of alcoholic products. B. Conditions that may omit Korean characters: Food imported for the purpose of
production and processing by the company is marked in English or the language of the exporting country with
the items specified in each article of the same paragraph (including product name, enterprise name, production
date and shelf life, etc.). In addition, seafood products (excluding single ingredients such as fresh fish) must be
labelled with nutrition labels.

Labelling Standard for Food (English version), along with proposed amendments to provide information
electronically via barcodes, stipulates the compulsory labelling requirements (including labelling items, labelling
of precautions for consumer safety, and font size in labels, etc.,). It also covers information on the labelling
method, the labelling of long-term storage foods, the labelling of foods that contain ginseng or red ginseng
ingredients, the labelling of irradiated foods, and the labelling of different food categories.

Labelling Standards for Genetically Modified Foods stipulate the labelling standards for genetically modified
foods.

(2) Packaging

Standards and Specifications for Utensils, Containers and Packages specify the general standards and
specifications for food contact materials, specifications for various materials (including paper, glass, synthetic
resin, etc.), and test methods for utensils and container packaging, etc.

Other information

For more details: MFDS Guide on Imported Food Safety, MFDS Imported Inspection Process, Labelling Standards
of Foods (Mar 2024)
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WTO Import Licensing Procedures
South Korea’s legislation and notifications
South Korea’s participation in WTO

USDA Gain Reports
Korea FAIRS Country Report provides guidelines on S. Korea’s food import regulations to American exporters.

See the relevant legislations (translated English version)

Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control

Enforcement Rule of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control
Enforcement Decree of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control

Livestock Products Sanitary Control Act

Enforcement Decree of the Livestock Products Sanitary Control Act

Act on the Prevention of Contagious Animal Diseases

Aquatic Animal Disease Control Act

Agricultural and Fishery Products Quality Control Act

Enforcement Decree of the Agricultural and Fishery Products Quality Control Act
Plant Protection Act

Act on Labeling and Advertising of Foods

Enforcement Rule of the Act on Labeling and Advertising of Foods

Act on Origin Labeling of Agricultural and Fishery Products

Enforcement Decree of the Act on Origin Labeling of Agricultural and Fishery Products
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Annex 2: List of allergenic substances

Annex 3: Requirements on font size and characters in labels

C1. Read the Enforcement Rule of the Act on Labelling and Advertising of Foods
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C2. Go to Article 5 and click the text as shown above to open the hyperlink to view the method of indication.
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C3. Click the text (indicated as “Table 2”) as shown above to retrieve information on the list of allergenic substances.

C4. Click the text (indicated as “Table 3”) as shown above to retrieve information on the required font size and characters in labels.

Page 12 of 16
Last updated 1 October 2025



B
F7HE s HE
BIEETEE < BN -]

S RN BN 2 EE ATAE EE]
25, B, 23] [ECI2 M2045%, 2025, 8 29, 2R ME]

R R R EEE

B 2oy @ geEas @on ey @eEsdl
ME S A - 00 A HE M RE (2 azmimy asg)

(Al 2025, B, 29.] [EC2 M2045%, 2026, 8 23, 22 HE]

TEEN AESS 29 EAATHIT PR . e e
= bR} -, - |
P [EED) LHIT BTS HS BN NHELH [ B2 HIE(AI#Y) 0] 732 SZet U2 ABEtCh 001 OFS 2 220 HEHEE 2 22) PEH (12 296 AZs
PBEN -BEH BoAE oA, Hom iy B A LEE2 | H4E 2 ES E 0 AIS0SS T RE: 2028 12 12
TI2E STEA (2 ABEH0EA 1T BE) CEEREZ AR = 22 B A0S e 0 1R 1
P [EEL] 1Y IR JEA(HEEN 22 Y H3gh 2h) 2EE A2 MEARE CE 2 =M et S
S THER] AES 2D Al ZMUHET B h S YEY £= TYL| ZRE 20209 HEW0| 120UHES UG SULHM AIE - B ATEHL Ut MBS 20z 1212
PIEET SRHE JIECH 6E ) LE S HES = H9i0] ZR 20peld HSW0| 12022 050 BHAHK HIE - IR - A TL SREhs MBS 20oed 12 1Y
S THER BEE 23 HD & TT 2R i ] ) .
@ e M2Z(DHD &8 EAI 25t D) ¥E 2 | A58 ABFES 22 BIEAIEH 02 ARY 012 RIE S 22U 22 2k Mt ZRRE TG
HaZ(S2Re BAIN Bt SBal) 91 2 1 A1 E0MEE RETES LA A EH SN O ARY 015 HE IR A6 SUE Fl ATt 222 BEH,
HAZ(MZS) Aetmalol 2et ®Ball) ST 48] HEFES Ba A ZAEH 0F ABL 015 HT 212 aZeiL £US S ATats ZR2E BEHT

B & = <£2|3 H2045%, 2025 8. 29> | 8 BE (EI)
HIEAIBY) 0] 722 SRS U6 ¥R
H2E(AES HAIAS B BAI 0l e 2BEER) B S 01850 2HIAHD 22 S 8IS ek AESH BAL A 2 EALSH Zahdis 281 HaE W EE 9 A7 KBRS B Peh oesd 128 31U nH
“ = ZHE REH| et BAY £ ULk
(23 1] 4ESY Y2 BAASKH2E 22 @ &
[EF 2] 40| 2ES §IE EAARNHEA 2 220 @ T (7
(2 2] 2|7 2FFE Flet EAARRISTANE 220) (Mg 206 1. 1) @ Ee Table 2(consumer safety considerations)
(€% 5] AESS BAIHAIBERIZE, HIEEH 4 2 PR 22 2 @ W (o Table 3(Labeling method)
[ZF 4] ZUEA Ha SES(HEEA 12 22 @ 1 7
[EF 4] HUFA| (Hat AESIHIGEM1E 22 [AMY: 2026 1. 1] @ T~
(2F 5] 12 DT I EHGEESHzY Y B3 22 @
[HE HES 2D A ZAGIEE 22 @
(23 7) 2EHE 2IEH 6 22 @ & (2
(23 8] B2 EBHL A 7E 22 6 R (2
CEAI A 24 12 S B A BA B0 HIHIE IRUENE H
(27 H2EA A HEALDIR S5 M0 @ E P
[2A HIEAA) HELAIR SRS @ E @
[EFI HAZAA) TR S25 e MEA @R @
] [2A] Bls2A4l] HENSIIT SR B2 N2 @ E 0
C5. Click the attachment (indicated as “Table 2”) located at the bottom of the page for the list of allergenic substances

C6. Click the attachment (indicated as “Table 3”) located at the bottom of the page for the required font size and characters in labels.

Page 13 of 16
Last updated 1 October 2025



B
EJME‘*E""H

H4E S0 BN - BIW ZEEE NRAH == [mEAEe ) EEEE | B E &
[AISH 2025, 8 23] [SE12 M2MES, 2025, 5 29, S HE]
o (203 (2 od [ AgeEAs @a6 B eges (@ase])
=22 = = -
e AE S8 HA - 00l 28t WE MBI RE (e assizog v233)
[=R-F 3 [AT 2025, 8, 29.] (S22 HIZ045%, 2025 8, 29, L2 HE]

»[HE (] 4EST U= mw HH 2T B

| (AR LUITHOES 15 EAABHHGEH 15 22| B0 ¥ & <E2IT RI2045E, 2025 8 29> (2 S8 @)

P BRG] HESS RADLHAHCL. HEEHIT 2 R HIENEY) 0] P22 TEE Z2e) A2

PR THEA e NESHBTH T ) HIZE(AZSO| AIAKEN D EAIYOIY 25t ZEX]) DS S2 0|25 AHITHNH 222 HZshs AZSH EAIE A L EALHY ZHids 25 1 45 L ST AN 7EC WA REN S S2EHD 2025 128 312

> [R5 12 BEFME JITHHEIH 2R D H3E By =\SEe &= s e E SOhE HES oA R EAITH kA= IATNE SPED 20255 122 3L

P[HEE] 4ES I Al F4AHES 2 = EH AR 2 ZAI > T

s [HET HEAE JIEH 16T BA)

> [E8] WES LU WY HLH 17T 28)

EPE

Sol wAlwae] g8 wE AW (8

3 2] <A 2024 12. 30>

sul A} ghl & 919 A E(ASEALY 3

FEALE)
CabelET) frEd E
Aol elas §

o, g2 A

coulgl 2

9=

4, A O 9 EANEe b

LA ms 235 A9
2z} 3

a AAEYE 'k 5
t.

w3} g

FROFEF AP,
of, ErbE, obgR(elE A sbskel
o] )bl» ‘Fh“r K .,] B“:.lel.}) 5,

Fghgh, 3

-, o,

S, o, o, asel, A,
HF AlEel

27,

A, AT, B
ojabshgte] 1ZE g 102 1a
= Haz|, 4o, 2AFE, 18, ¢

o ®A o
1) 7hse] e 2v]
21

I DY DE
HEAIAFEHHIEERITE
HHIBEMI2E, HIGEH 42
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Allergenic substances: eggs(limited to
poultry), milk,buckwheat, peanuts,soybeans,
wheat,mackerel,crab, shrimp,pork,
peaches,tomatoes, sulfurous acid(limited to
the final product containing SO2 over 10
mg/kg), walnuts, chicken,beef, octopus,

shellfish(including cysters, abalone,mussels),
pine nuts

f allergenic substances.
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C8. The content in “Table 3” provides information on the required font size and characters in labels.
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Disclaimer: SFA is providing this document for information purposes only. While care has been expended in the preparation of this report, SFA
makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this document.
Appropriate professional advice should be obtained before relying on or acting on any of the information contained in this document, and neither
SFA nor any of its officers, employees or agents shall be held liable for any loss or damage, whether direct or indirect, as a result of any improper
or incorrect use of the information in this document.
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